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I STATUTORY REFERENCE FOR EXISTENCE 7 9
The Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission is authorized
by Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 6, Section 43:
"There shall be a commission to be known as the 
alcoholic beverages control commission, to 
consist of three members, to be appointed 
by the governor. Not more than two members 
shall be members of the same political party.
The Commissioner and one associate commissioner 
shall serve terms coterminous with that of 
the governor. One associate commissioner shall 
serve a four year term. The commissioner 
shall serve as chairman and shall devote his 
full time during business hours to his official 
duties. ..."
and serves within the Executive Offices of Consumer Affiars by virtue of 
Chapter 6A, Section 9.
The offices of this Commission are located in the Leverett 
Saltonstall Building, 100 Cambridge Street in the Capital City of 
Boston, Massachusetts, and has the complete responsibility for the ad­
ministration of the business of manufacturing, importing, exporting, 
storing, transporting and selling alcoholic beverages as defined by 
M.G.L. Chapter 138, Section 1 and it further supervises the quality, 
purity and alcoholic contents thereof.
The Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission (hereinafter 
referred to as the ABCC) is the sole issuing authority for licenses 
to manufacturers (distillers, brewers, wineries, etc.), wholesalers, 
and importers, railroads, airlines, and steamships. It is also the 
sole issuing authority for permits issued for transportation of alcoholic 
beverages to all licensees, express or trucking companies, steamships, 
railroads and airlines, as well as permits issued to salesmen employed 
by manufacturers and wholesalers and importers.
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Local licensing authorities are the sole issuing authority 
for licenses to hotels, restaurants, taverns, rlubs and package goods 
stores. However, no such license may be issued or alterd without 
the prior approval of this Commission.
The ABCC Investigators are responsible for the overall 
supervision and investigation of the liquor industry in Massachusetts. 
There functions include, but are not limited to, the inspection and 
supervision of the 10,118 holders of alcoholic beverage licenses. More 
specifically, investigators interview applicants for new licenses, 
conduct investigations into the financial status of new applicants, 
check porporate records of applicants organized under a corporation, 
check police records. Furthermore, they visit proposed licensed 
premises to determine if such premises comply with statutes and 
codes governing licensed establishments.
On a regular basis licensed establishments are inspected 
and violations are brough to the attention of the Commission for 
further action. This division also investigates complaints brought 
to its attention by the local licensing board or the Commission.
The Investigators prepare evidence and reports for appearances before 
this Commission and when warrented before local licensing boards 
and the Courts.
Investigators of this Commission are empowered to carry out 
orders of the ABCC, State atatutes, and Rules a\d Regulations of the 
352 cities and towns of the Commonwealth, as tl. y pertain the sales 
and distribution of alcoholic beverages. On a regular basis they 
audit licensees financial records and advise licensees and local boards 
on matters of law pertaining to Chapter 138, the Liquor Control Act, 
and the Rules and Regulations of the ABCC.
It is also the Investigating authority for permits issued
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for transportation of alcoholic beverages to all licensees, express 
or trucking companies, steamships, railroads and airlines, as wellas 
permits issued to salesmen employed by manufacturers, wholesalers 
and importers.
II COMMISSIONERS
The Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission is composed, 
this year, of a full-time Chairman, John P. Larkin and two Associate 
Commissioners, Herbert N. Goodwin and Fletcher R. Wiley. They sit 
as a quasi-judicial body hearing appeals, protests, violations, public 
hearings, concerning changes in the laws etc. (See also the Statistical 
Analysis of hearings held).
Ill FINES IN LIEU OF SUSPENSION
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 138, Section 23 
Paragraph 12 permits the licensee to offer to apy a fine in lieu of 
a suspension imposed by this Commission:
"The commission may accept from any licensee or holder of a certificate 
of compliance under this chapter an offer in compromise in lieu of 
suspension of any license or certificate of compliance previously 
suspended by the Commission. A licensee or holder of certificate of 
compliance may petition thecommission to accept such an offer in co­
mpromise within twenty days followin gnotice of such suspension.
The fine in lieu of suspension, when an offer in compromise is accept­
ed, shall be calculated in accordance with the following formula:
Fifty per cent of the per diem gross profit multiplied by the number 
of license suspension days, gross profit to be determined as gross 
receipts per diem. No such fine, in any event, shall be less than 
forty dollars a day. Any sums of money so collected by the commission 
shall be paid forthwith into the general fund of the state treasury."
This Commission reserves the right to either accept or reject said
fine.
During the year 1978 this Commission accepted and col­
lected $88,395.00 in said fines.
IV
STATISTICAL ANALYSIS OF VIOLATIONS
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APPEALS AND PROTESTS
1975 1976 1977 1978
peals 136 159 234 208
otests 27 37 33 17
considerations/ReHearings 11 15 11 7
vestigatory Hearings 18 16 18 16
sputed Bills 4 5 7
x Protests 3 12 8
APTER 138
c. 2 Regulation of sales and manufacture 
of alcoholic beverages 8 8 8 4
c. 12 Licenses authorizing sales of 
alcoholic beverages to be drunk on 
premises 9 18 17 6
c. 15 Granting of liquor licenses for 
sales of alcoholic beverages off 
premises 4 €> 3 1
c. 16 Tampering, diluting or changing the 
composition of alcoholic beverages 27 19 45 26
c. 18 Wholesalers license (wholesaler 
procuring equipment for licensees) 94 25 1 1
c. 22 Violation of Transportation 
permit conditions 13 9 4 5
c. 23 Violation of licenses and/or permits 61 43 32 8
c. 25 Lending and/or borrowing money 
directly or indirectly 99 33 7 1
c. 26 Operating manager not approved by 
this Commission (etc.) 9 6 1 2
c. 33 Sales of alcoholic beverages before or 
after the legal hours of business 24 10 16 4
c. 34 Sales arld/or delivery of alcoholic 
beverages to minors. 42 92 83 76
. 63A Hindering and/or delaying an 
investigator of this Commission 11 3 3 4
c. 77 Ceasing to conduct the licensed 
business 13 11 8 11
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1975 1976 1977 1978
’HftPTER 272
>ec. 92A Discrimination because of sex 4 2 2 0
>ec. 98 Discrimination because of race, 
religion, etc. 1 3 3 0
:hapter 94
Section 186 Falling below the standard of 
purity to wit fruit flies 2 14 13 8
!.ULES AND REGULATIONS OF ABCC
Leg. 10 License not properly posted 4 7 4 2
Leg. 12 Sales of Alcoholic Beverages 
below price 2 2 0 1
Leg. 13 Accepting false invoiceses 0 69 1 0
.eg. 18 Inducement 93 12 9 1
eg. 21 Permitting an illegality on the 
licensed premises 9 25 24 8
eg. 46 Substiution- of alcoholic beverages 3 2 0 0
eg. 58.1 Charging an admission without 
posting a sign 7 7 4 3
TOTAL NUMBER OF CASES HEARD 725* 632 591 435
* Denote backlog of cases heard during 1975 by this Commission
ALL TOTALS do not necessarily represent a one licensee one violation ratio.
SCHEDULE OF FEES FOR LICENSES/PERMITS/FINES
Distillers
Brewery
Winery
$ 5,000.
4,500.
144.
Wholesaler & Importer 
All alcoholic 
Wine and malt 
Sacramental Wines 
Sacramental w/additional 
privileges
5.000.
2.500.
1.000.
1.500.
Sell alcohol!, mechanical 
chemical 500.
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Agents, Brokers, Solicitors
Railroads
Rail cars
Steamships
Airlines
Planes
Special Permits
(Section 22k)
Storage (Annual)
Warehouse
Warehousemen
Express or Trucking Co. 
Trucks 
Duplicates
Railroad/Steamship to 
Transport
Retail Transportation 
Duplicates
Salesmen
Duplicates
Certificate of Compliance
1,000.
100.
1. ea.
100.
100.
1. ea.
1. ea. plus excise tax
500.
200.
10.
25.
5. ea.
1. ea.
300.
10.
1. ea. 
15.
1. ea.
10.
VI STATEMENT OF INCOME FROM LICENSES/PERMITS
Distillers (1) $ 5,000.
Wineries (1) 144.
$ 5,144.
Wholesaler & Importer
All Alcoholic (55) 275,000.
Wine and Malt (35) 87,500.
Sacramental ( 2) 2,000.
Sacramental
w/add. ( 1) 1,500.
Sell alcohol, Mechanical
chemical (4) 2,000.
Agents, Brokers, Solicitors (54) 54,000.
Railroads (1) 100.
Rail cars (92) 92
Steamships (22) 3,300.
Vessels (47) 47.
Airlines ( 8) 800..
Flights (211) 211 .
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$ 1,762.
6.500.
2.500.
200 .
130.
5,250.
131,700.
1.
300.
300.
31,600.
8.
19,470.
2.
4,080.
$ 649,759.
STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES BY FISCAL YEAR
1975 1976 1977 1978
ipropriations (Account #9212-0001) $800,898.00 $740,556.00 $739,575.00 $790,456.00
rpenditures 782,165.59 735,849.50 736,596.00 760,402.00verted 18,732.00 5,404.11 2,979.00 30,054.00
$800,898.00 $740,556.00 $739,575.00 $790,456.00
ceipts on Account of Income:
Licenses, Permits etc. $478,806.39 $540,370.73 $539,683.00 $523,994.00Fines in Lieu of Suspension 34,719.09 69,910.64 110,987.00 88,395.00Miscellaneous 380.53 534.07 762.00 229.00
$513,906.01 $610,815.44 $651,432.00 $612,618.00
:icits of Receipts Account of
Income from Licenses, Permits , Fines
Miscellaneous etc. over
Expenditures: $268,259.58 $124,336.45 $ 85,164.00 $148,013.00
Special Permits (188)
Storage (Annual) (13)
Storage (Seasonal) ( 1)
Warehouse ( 1)
Warehousemen (13)
Express or Trucking Co. (210)
Vehicles (5268)
Duplicates (1)
Railroads (transport) (1) 
Steamships (transport) (1)
Retail Trans. (3160)
Duplicates (8)
Salesmen (1298)
Duplicates (4)
Certificate of Compliance (408)
